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нлмф LƴŘƛŀƴŀ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ .ǊƛŜŦ 

Indiana has seen steady employment recovery following the Great Recession. The 2019 average annual 
employment level was 2,684,878 for private employment and 3,077,240 for all industries. Private employment 
has grown by 16.9% since the depths of the 2009 recession.  This is also the high point for both private and total 
employment.   

Average weekly wages have risen to $938 for all Industries. The following charts summarize LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ нлм9 
Employment from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) program.  

Figure 1. QCEW Annual Employment and Weekly Wages 

 

 

Source: IDWD Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 

  



  Indiana Department of Workforce Development |  October 2020  

 

5 
 

 

¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 
2019 Indiana Employment in Brief ............................................................................................................. 4 

Section A: Economic Analysis ...................................................................................................................... 6 

A1: 2019 Annual Employment and Wages ............................................................................................. 9 

2019 Annual Industry Overview ........................................................................................................... 12 

Industries showing the highest employment increases from 2014 to 2019 .................................... 12 

Industries showing decline from 2014 to 2019 ................................................................................ 13 

Wages .................................................................................................................................................... 13 

A2: Analysis - INDemand Jobs ............................................................................................................... 16 

What is covered employment? ................................................................................................................. 18 

Covered vs. non-covered employment ................................................................................................. 18 

Research and analysis use .................................................................................................................... 19 

Conclusion ............................................................................................................................................. 20 

Additional information .......................................................................................................................... 20 

Notes ..................................................................................................................................................... 20 

Section B: Workforce Analysis .................................................................................................................. 21 

B1: Labor Force ..................................................................................................................................... 21 

Unemployment and the Pandemic ................................................................................................... 21 

Unemployment Rates ....................................................................................................................... 24 

B2: Workforce and Industry Composition ............................................................................................ 30 

Age Distribution of the Workforce ................................................................................................... 30 

B3: Education ........................................................................................................................................ 32 

B4: Housing ........................................................................................................................................... 34 

Homeownership Rates ...................................................................................................................... 34 

Housing Permits ................................................................................................................................ 35 
 

 

 

 

 

  



  Indiana Department of Workforce Development |  October 2020  

 

6 
 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ !Υ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 

2020 COVID-19 Economic Crisis 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǿ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎh 2020 shutdown due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. This resulted in April 2020 showing historic drops in jobs and increases in unemployment.  
 
Summary of COVID-19 Economic Crisis 

Å Indiana had over 640,000 Initial Claims filed from March 14th through May 2nd 2020.  

Å For comparison the Great Recession took from Nov 1st 2008 through July 4th 2009 to get over 

640,000 Initial Claims filed (36 weeks).  

Å Total Private Employment was under 2,340,000 level last in October 2009 (2,337,300). 

Å Manufacturing last was under 449,700 jobs was July 2010 (449,400). 

Å The Labor Force was last below 3,238,000 in August 2014 (3,231,964).  

Å The last time Labor Force Employment was at the current level was November 1992 (2,691,292). 

Å The highest Unemployment Rate from 1976- present was December 1982 (12.6%). 

Å The most unemployed Labor Force was in February 2010 (348,823). 

 

Current Employment Statistics and Labor Force for Program Year July 2019 to June 2020  

In early 2020 the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic caused nations all over the world to shut down for weeks and 
months at a time. This brought sudden and historic changes to the Indiana economy. Current Employment 
Statistics (CES) and Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) indicate unprecedented drops in private sector 
employment and falling employment in April of 2020.  

Indiana's labor force fell 51,048 from March 2020 to April 2020. The unemployment rate soared from 3.0% in 
March to 17.5% in April 2020.  Despite this, for the program year of July 2019 to June 2020 the labor force is up 
17,594.  

In April 2020 Indiana lost 403,500 total non-farm jobs and 382,700 private sector jobs. Leisure and Hospitality 
lost 116,300 jobs, Manufacturing lost 77,600 jobs and Private Educational & Health Services lost 55,100 jobs 
from March to April of 2020. 

CǊƻƳ Wǳƭȅ нлмф ǘƻ WǳƴŜ нлнл LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ¢ƻǘal Non-Farm employment lost and the private sector employment lost 
167,500 jobs.  From July 2019 to June 2020 Indiana is down 44,200 jobs in Leisure and Hospitality, 40,200 jobs in 
Manufacturing and 28,100 jobs Private Educational & Health Services.  
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Figure 2. Number of Jobs by Supersector 

 

Source: Current Employment Statistics June 2020 
 

Summary: Current Employment Statistics and Labor Force Over the Year 2019 Annual Averages 

2019 estimates from the Current Employment Statistics (CES) and Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) 
indicate growing private sector employment and falling unemployment. Indiana's labor force has lost 11,388 
from January 2019 to January 2020.  The Labor Force has gained 53,484 since January 2016. IndianŀΩǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
2020 annual labor force stands at 3,392,922.  

CǊƻƳ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмф ǘƻ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнл LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ¢ƻǘŀƭ bƻƴ-Farm employment lost 7,900 and the private sector 
employment lost 7,400 jobs. Key growth sectors over the past year include Private Educational and Health 
services which gained 7,000, and Construction which gained 2,000 over the year. Manufacturing lost 10,400 jobs 
from January 2019 to January 2020.  
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Figure 3. Indiana Employment Change 

 

Source: Current Employment Statistics January 2020 
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A1: 2019 Annual Employment and Wages  
Figure 4. Employment, Firms and Wages by Industry 

 
Source: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 

 

  






















































